Impasto Gel

Many of Linda Lock's designs include an image transfer. The image must be photocopied from her books but in her packets she provides one or two images that have already been photocopied. Linda has been using Golden's Matte Medium but we have found that Chroma's Impasto Gel works just as well. Chroma's resident artist has approved the use of Impasto Gel with JoSonja paints since its primary purpose is to add texture. It dries clear and also has strong adhesive properties so it may be combined with things like sand and used in collage work.

I have had the best results using Impasto Gel as a transfer medium using Linda's instructions. First, the image has to be a photocopied image NOT a computer print-out. The ink in most computer printers is water-soluble. It must be permanent ink. For multiples of the same image I printed as many as I could fit on a sheet of paper and then had it color photocopied at Staples. Those of you with photo altering software could have a lot of fun with this since you can alter a photo, add text, etc. BUT, since the image is applied face down it will reverse from the copied image so have a reverse image of the photo done. It's a simple button to push at the photocopier or you can reverse the image yourself if you have software such as Photoshop. If you haven't already guessed, my demo at MAD was photos of our granddaughter applied to paper mache and wooden tags. I'm thinking keepsake Christmas ornaments and perhaps gift tags for Mothers Day.

Cut the photocopy to size. Apply a VERY thick layer of Impasto Gel to the area. I aim for 1/8" thick. Press the photocopy face down into the Impasto Gel. Smooth out air bubbles. Gently scrape with something like a credit card. Let dry overnight. Then, wet the back of the paper with clean water and gently rub away the paper with your fingers. The image will remain. It will not be perfect but it can be charming. I am also working up an idea with an old family photo.
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